CHAPTER   14
WILL AND PROVIDENCE
WE returned home in the twilight, We had come to a halt out there in the forest among the oaks, which must be some eight centuries old. One tree appeared quite cleft and crumbling; but the President pointed out that the topmost branches were still green. The reindeer came quite close to our carriage and pair of greys. They did not stop until they were within about thirty paces from us. "These oaks/5 I said, "have been favoured beyond all other trees in the forest, by reason of their sturdy health and the manner in which they are rooted, which gives them such a manifold grip in the earth and thus enables them to withstand the storm. Then there is the fact that these reindeer can browse around here. Is not all this a special protection which is bestowed on certain creatures and not on thousands of others? In the case of animals and plants which cannot fend for them-
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